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SUBJ: POSSIBLE TRIP BY PRESIDENT SARKIS TO ROME 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON FONMIN BOUTROS SEPTEMBER 12, HE SAID 
THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS WAS CONSIDERING GOING TO ROME FOR THE 
CANONIZATION CEREMONY FOR LEBANON'S FIRST SAINT, ST. 

CHARBEL, ON OCTOBER 9 . IF THE PRESIDENT MAKES THE TRIP, HE 
WOULD GO A DAY EARLY FOR A MEETING WITH THE POPE. BOUTROS 
EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT THIS TRIP WAS STILL VERY TENTATIVE 
AND DEPENDED ON THE EVOLUTION OF THE SITUATION IN SOUTH 
LEBANON. (BEIRUT'S CHRISTIAN PRESS HAS ALSO BEEN 
SPECULATING THAT SARKIS MIGHT VISIT ROME). 

2. COMMENT: IF SARKIS MAKES THIS TRIP, IT WILL BE HIS 

FIRST VENTURE AS PRESIDENT OF LEBANON OUTSIDE THE ARAB WORLD 
AND HIS FIRST ABSENCE FROM LEBANON SINCE HE VISITED SYRIA 
IN FEBRUARY. THE FACT THAT HE IS SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING IT, 

DESPITE THE PERILOUS SECURITY SITUATION HERE, SUGGESTS THAT 
HE AND HIS ADVISORS FEEL THAT IT IS VERY IMPORTANT 
FOR HIM TO ESTABLISH HIS CREDENTIALS AS A MARONITE AND 
REINFORCE HIS PRESTIGE IN THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IN 
LEBANON. 
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